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3. The character of the market, and changing values in 

communal areas 
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1 In most communal areas in Namibia a village is an area occupied by an extended family. Payments for land on which 
to start the village would have been made by the original founder, and the village and cluster of homes would then 
have expanded over the years. The village headmen is usually a descendant of the founder, so that leadership and 
ownership remain within the original, core family. 

2 Confirmed by ex-Deputy Minister of MLR Izak Katali in a telephone conversation (2 September 2016) that he and 
then Minister Hifikepunye Pohamba agreed during meetings with traditional authorities in the ‘North’ to permit the 
payments of ombadu yekaya. This was part of compromise so that the $25 and $50 payments for land rights certificates 
would be kept by the MLR and the traditional authorities could charge ombadu yekayas. The value of an ombadu 

yekaya then dropped from $800 to $600.�
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traditional authorities. Finally, it was decided that the leasing traditional authority would take all 5% because it 
claimed that the other traditional authorities did not share their incomes. 
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8. Conclusion and key policy questions 
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1�The same challenge holds for vulnerable people in urban areas.�
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0�Investments are generally made in assets that may be sold one day, either by the current owner or his/her heirs. 
Additionally, investments are made where the presence of market forces may increase the value of an asset. Finally, 
investments are made in assets which can be used as collateral to raise capital. These three conditions are now 
disallowed in communal areas. The Land Bill, however, introduces the possibility of leaseholds being tradable. This 
is a major improvement.�
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http://www.informante.web.na/taxonomy/term/33
http://www.lelamobile.com/content/66770/Illegal-land-sale-problem-at-Oniipa/


https://www.namibiansun.com/category/local-news
https://www.namibiansun.com/news/oniipa-council-enters-ondonga-fray/


http://www.lelamobile.com/content/66643/Ondonga-royal-family-accused-of-illegal-land-sales/

