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INTRODUCTION

The Iandqueszion inNamihin is oncorlhe moslbm'ning mum-engine
new nuion.MIny yearsoreolonirllsnrhuveresulrudinlhe prerernsruriuon
where rhe vul majority of me populalion ms access to - trunon or nil

agriculnnal land. nus highly unequal dirlnuurion of land in rum lurd are

rounduxion inrlho slnrclures arupenheid andlabaur exp Lion.an ihus

urban nnd rural povenv. One of \h: principnl challmlgcs iaourg lire

Govemmcnl is lhemioie lo redrers llns imbulunoe and widen mass lo [M

lnnrl,

ln ilsxuempun fon-nillalcnew policies which will evenlueilymlnguboul
u more euuilnble dislrrhulion orlnnd, Govcmnrenlhee deemed lo embark

on a programme of nallunll consulmion on me lend queslron,_ln
lhe views and problems orrlreoroplewni dueclly reprosenlcd in mallow

denim. ln hrlirllrnenr or die Prime Mininers underlaking given (0 rue
Nanonid Alsenrbly on i Jun, 1990, “‘15 process ofl-lmionnl wnsululran

culmxnaiml in the Naiional Cm'lfclcncc on Lund Rerorrn and rhe Land

Question.

Z chwamzmwbummnwmmm

President's Opening Address

We are all aware lhal Namihin is an exhemcly dry counlry. Thur, myissue linkedm land incvxiably much» an lire hroadenspeclsofagriculmml
produclivily Ind the availahllxiy waulcl. i, lheieiore, hopelhnr lhe Land
Reform Conferenee will consider nnl only me land issue per rr bur uli lhe
relevunl queslionr such as ugneullurul produaivily. water nvaila ry,employrnenl germ-Minn by running Md lire linkages bclweui sgrieuluneand menulecluiing.

nexmqmmsmm s oneorxhemorrhumrnginuei fzcillg
wryamgnmm‘mflay indeed, inwflrwnml'mm: mggle lornnliondl:
WmA quick glance m lire polhreul eeonmny oflllis counlry clzlrly
wvellswhy land isafsuch gmi imwmnee. ln rho firsr oluoe, uboutW‘Xz
orrhe populnion derives its livelihwd hon. nu: land. eiuier as warm,
privfll: uwllels ufcammercia! farm land Dr Walker: on such fnnlls.

Wmnyudrflummymm or mmilnunr derives»
mermaid-admin immmmmnd awnership oi lend-re highly
Wyd'fllfibmfldfi Thus. 35,2 millian hennreeonhelolnl agficulmnllyusable land in Namibia is owned and ulilizrd by Duly 4 664 individnll
fax-mm. On |hn nLhcr hand, min: Lhnll 150 000 families or close [0 one

million people hnve locus in only 33,5 million heerme oi rho rolul lino
suiuole for agricultural pmduclion. 1his lnlienrui is commonly relermd
no is oornnrunrl land

similarly, umquul accesno vlual neihlies sudi us agriculluml credil.
exlensian scrvioes, research inm smlll~scalb lather nurn leugesmle me
martial .gricuilure and lack ul mess lo mukels have n-suhed in commflv
nil nreas being underdeveloped, Ar u consequence, agricultural produc-
uvizy in wmmuna] areas and meirovernil umuribufion in me GDP has been
disuppoinlingly law.

Malnulrilion and lack oraccess io educauun and olhe. social services
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have ehumorerised rhe life drrhe majanly olour people in me oomrnurral

areas, On me olher hand, commercial ngrreulrure, will-i genemus financial

and orher assrsranoe irom ihe previous culanial adminrsiruiion has been

able ro grow. As a resuir. mosr or agncnllul'e‘s loral mnmbuuon io rlre

nsnonal Mommy is produced by ihis semen This is Whm we ca.“ unequal
d ulbuilon a! msuurccs

ir is a marrer ufhiswric reoord urar me adminisimive machinery 3:1

up by imperial Germany in Narnihra mer 1900 clearly rndrsared whar

soeral and ooorrornio polieios rhe wanred ro pursue in rhe rerrirory,

The counrry wardryrdedrnlorwo seeriorrs, ode oirhese reorionswar

named rhe ‘Woiioe 2min“ and was mean: largely ior whiree. The Polree

Zone was also rhe herrpan orrhereniroryrairconrained rnnsionhelrnowrr

scunnmic resonrees and me hesr agriculurroi land, The orher soerion

comprised me Nonhenr and NnrlhaEuskm pans where “reserves" or

“h'omclmdfiwere ereareri and uroindrgenourpopulauon wasioroedroliye

in remnie. arid and underdeveloped areas.

This srruenrre or land ownersh p and tenure, however. did nu! only
uiieor rhose who derived rheir livelrhoodr drreorly rrom ure land. On rhe

comrdry. |he erearion orreseryes or homelandr war an essearial (oarnre of

rhe cola cxplaflalion or Narnrhiu'r resouroor. In nddirirm, rhe enrire

wage srruerure and lahonr iupply sys|cm depended very much on rhe wuy
Namibia's lurul was dryrded. in a snare, mererore, denying rhe majorily of

rho people mess in land wns us much inrended ro make ruehlend avadahle

ro whire sealers. as rr waslo deny hlaek Namihranr recess ro rirerarne land,
rhereoy denying rherrr me opponunuy or engage rncornmerorrl agriculrnre
and forcing rhem inro wage labour.

Acoording bu Lire reoenr siudy on farm ownership in Nurnihraroday,
Lhcmmabourfiigl fume; Oulofmtsefi I23 fmnsmwhiIL-ownw: Mid

cover 95 per DEE“ of the Sudan: and of In: commercial districts (34,4
million hoorarea). Wilhu-i rhrs ownership cnregory rho overwhelming
majo ‘ty of {mm belong ro individurl whire runners, mpluding non“

Nulni Ills? Tu b: more specific. Emil] muf 1.7 milllnn humus (382
‘
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fmnsnmong iotorergnobrenree farmers. ihar is ro say0,9 million heerarer
belorrgirrgioeirizens from Ausrria, France. liaiy and swiueriand, while me
bulk of in millinnhedams isuwnod bySoulh African resrdenrs. similarly.lhere are indIVidual Narnrhian formers wrlh more ihan rwo large forms. as
agninsr rhousands afrhcir landless fellow counrryrnen who live in rquaiid
poverry.

51ml; ,Namibiuh firmm nwn‘only ml or ihe eornmereial runner
represnrdug mperoernnr manna The resr are eiiher uwncd ny rhe
chumhls. municxpfllilies unheflale. Emluding plo|Samund [ho |owns. the
zve‘ng: size olflanns Is E 592 hummus. lndaad Sam: Namihiuns her: Ind
cenninly rrrany oimeirgrandpurenrs and parcnls have had personal expeerionoea oi rhe process. However. meeeare somepeople who argue rhur

Fflmgn’mamr‘smooddnanuhappenedmore mail looyeurs ugh?
irrhorddhanhemgooonnnmegaredm irisrory hookrrorhers haveeonre
n) [his Confcmncc |0 Muss "It: siluaflon by Ivguing for [he mflmalion nf
"leir mcusinl lands 0n: EMHIDL and would rial forget lus|ory.

This Ormiererrce will have to us wheiher memlania! and
oolonral hrrrory can he raked as a siarr ng point for redressing rhe imhal.
aneer and rnjuaxiees mined during rhe course orrhoi sad hisrory.

The cruelry and iii-ircarrnenl rnered our ugainsr black fm~wmkcn
iry some wirrle farmer: up to this mornerri is irreconcilable wrm pl'Escm
rndopendonr Numrhin and me policy 0! mLiom! reconoi arion. Some

Wyflmmhmmmaxineludmg "my: who were bom on
the same rain-re) WWWMiymems onrvelihomi. 'nredirrrrisred
rarrrr worku rr foroed ro lrve beiween inc road and rive fence or rire ramr.
onion Meymidmgamfislcsm erjuma m Mahmud 1hr food) This
is an flhusc ai bear and a ierionr rnrulr an worsr.

Equally. lhere are ieilow Namibian orrizens whohappen ro herichand
who embark upon lummnrgm or cornmrrnalureas. rhus cuzung om
anddzvnvingrhe nest, rhe oommurruy (mm eonrnron grazing fields and
worer souwesa This kind oi illegal, inhuman and unparnoue behaviour
rowardr fellow Narnrhionr mus| come ro an end ionhwirh.
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s wiiliayiew io reconciling such opposing percepiiaiis orimelaiid

due n rhai my Goyerriineni (hmugh me Office or die l>nnie Minisier.

decidudiiiliinclasiyaarioornoark onaproprarnnio nfmflnnalcansulmiwns

on ihe land quasfian, The Cu)
'

'on olinis process l5 lhis Conleieiioe

which is Mdmng ioday,

"rliiai ilie general objcclivcm‘miicnnferemiswxchizvethwn
possible consensus onurelandquesuon: ihiis pmdhigosoila-omsfmmeo
roriniilarion of a’polity'cn land iifnhn‘nml'pmgnmme Dfflvio'n u»

implemennlie nocessary changes

in ihc weeks preceding ilie Confclcnuc. lug: .wclcn olour populn»
iiun were rnoliilisadio discuss ihe land qiiesrionwiiliuie yiewro iepreseire

ing ihuir views ai ilic Conference. Newspapon. ine min and ielevrsion

were used io iniiiuie discussions in all pans of rhe eouniry. Regionrl
inlorrnaiion sllbrcmnminbes wero esiahlisliad io iaciliiape coininuniuiion

heiwoeii ruinl organ aims and ihe Conference ailrii nisrriiiion. As a reiiili

more man 500 Ipp ioailoris ror pmiclpallan 11! inc Cnnfcrence were

mcived, (7le cm was iakeii in exiending iiiyiiarions lo panieipanis io

ensure ilini nll \hm‘e gmups and urgmisnlions wiih s direcr imam! in land

would be rcprcacmed ai |hc Conference

My (ioyei-iiineni's (kc ion \0 ooiisiili ilw nuiion oerurc looniilaiiiig
policy on imponani nnrionnli lies, also dernonsiiaies s coiniriiiirierir ro

democracy Navcrbcfnmimhc hisiory ofuurvuumry haannycoyemineni
hmugh| rugeilier so many people wiih me a m ro consuli on such an

iinporiaoi issue as me lsrid quesiiori, 11in issues K: be discussed ai iiiis

Conference dld iioi arise as a resulr or independence. They nrepan af our

hisloricnl inhci-iiaiioe. Bui ii is in rhe nadir uf me rim Govemmml or

indcpcnllunl Numibiaw shliusprovrdedilieopponiiniiylorallNiiinilsiaris
m come Rirwald wilh lheir problems and m suggesl salmiuns m the Land

quesllnn.
lii Imviug chosen rlie pmh orniirioiial oonsulirnon arid panicipaiion

in addlvasing ilie lurid quesiuin, my Goycnirnenr hopes in have laid ihe

hnsis ror iiii on-gmng process or dcmocmlic consnlirilon ml diner inay'or

z) miumrrmuimmimprrimmoiiirmmsim

issues as walla My Goyei-rirneni hopes mar mis Cunfmnc: will address

insemo ihe (ollowirig;

a) Conn-lbw: rewards a bener underslanding of ihe bsucs at

sukehy pmviding aromin where ieievani land issues and gricvmoos from

all pans of|h= counlry can be represeniied and discussed:

h) Toiaue slock afmlzvznl expcnenucs nf lrnd mfnrm and res

senloineiii iri oilier pans of Africa;

:1) Consider resenrch daianndrindingspiepared lorsliiscisiifer-

enoe wrdiayiewioouilinirig alieinaiiyepdlisy opiions andioapeeiiyaiess
where ouerrrial inronniiiioii is lacking.

d) lteyiewalieriiaiivepolioyandaunregloopuonsonlandrefdrrn.
more specially on problems of diririlniiion and nnlisaiiori or land, raking
imo mun! regional and loenl futons, and;

e) Toldapgnsmecnnfemnlx decxdcsfiecommendmions which

will be inken inio swoop: in are ionniilniion of a iiiiiioiial policy unu

programme or uflolls

The research papers prepared will no doum‘oioyide ilie Confcrcnce

Wim infomlaliun on the wonomic. film-lull. :mlaglcll and Insllmfloml

parameiers wiihiri which solulions fur lire land problem can be found. By
oniliiiiiig she parameiers lur lnnd rerorin ii is no: inwnldbd m linali in;

oplioiia funeral-in. rasherrhe lnrenllon isrpnpbefoie meConfeieiioe some

mandznggaaiiooxwhiclnnayvooao-ilnne \lzmlvinglhrlind quesrloriin
WW uisminahlmdevrdopnmrwmskeplaoe nu ma 13nd)

Wiihoiii proper legaxd la ecological and oiliarfazlois which innuenoe she

poreiiiirl orlaiid ror flyiculmml pin-poses, any pmiculax solurioii lo ilie

land queaiioii my iiirri oiii io be no soluu'on ar nil in [he long run,

Asircaiibeseenrroiri Lheloregaingmmownarshipandmmolorlando
iriNn’mibifls‘hlyflyxktwub Annymioorirynioronly owns abouiwyoe

aLllgnmlmraHand bulllsvcommlsncuwm sncirlmd: The vasi majoriiy

wow (waElkMZEoNMND mowwmz WDGHESTON 7



0M1: pnpulalivn have In ninke a virus in lhe reserves which comm-ire na

innrerhan 40% ufagliculmml land. This means ihnlihe landmpenpierniuv
in rhe mscrvcs ishighly unfavmlnblecampnredm ihewmrneieial fming
seeinr, ‘As n rcsulie over-populalian and uvengrazing are (he nrder arihe

day As a resuli of populwon pressure and ihe nhsence oi employmcnl
appdnuniiies elsewheie, aranle land per heurehald is alsa shrinking. ln

Ownmbo (or exnmple, ilie average aren culiivaien by a innilly s 1,1
heeiares; Kavnngu 2 linemres and in ihe Capnvl 25 hecuams. Th is inn

anly urirnir. bill ii is really inhumane,

Thw siiuxlinn is cxmrbalcd by lhr. Incl Lhnl lhe reserves hnvc been

siarvcdofngriclllmnl Inplflxsuchascndil,mmmg,m[m(mcmr=, iniyivynd
sends Ind fcnilizcr I‘m many dander, Under xuch condilians sgricullnlal
pmdueliyiiy is law. In Owambu. Kavzngn and the Capriyi communal

areas gram yields perhecinie are no more thn 0,3 mm.

This ‘5 far less than whni a iamily needs in [and ilaell. Am!

invesu’ginian found mm a family would need [ileum hmmwovidrw
subsisleuce an prescnl yields.‘

5n whilel do n0| envy you ioryourdriiienhiask. lam mnridein ihal

yonrdisensrinns WI“ iake plane in afrauk mannerandihai you willpmvidc
my Govemmeni leh suggesiinns and iennrninendnuans with which to

cormuiaie a naiinnal policy nn land reform. l dn wish you ihe ban in your
delibemlinni.

his now my slngularhunuurm declare ihe land Reform Conference

omeiany npen.

s NAnoNM romumcr 0N M mow AND ME LAND ovum

The Prime MInISWs Address:
The Way Forward

In June l990 in lhe Nuiona] Assembly lser in irai‘

.
, . u lhe man »

means far he huldmg nrllie Nuliarlal Conference on Land Rdmm and 5h:
Lind Queslian. The purpose was in msolye Numibin's land yrablums inn
512ml of nallunil Mom: min The aim onhe Conference is :

nl loael ar a forum [or piseming Mid dlscussillg nil ieleyam lnnd
issues and gneynnces mm all pans onhc country:

‘ h) [0 review policy and aunmgy apuons on land iefannnairing
, aeeuuul armgianal nun local ramors,

c) in develop a nninnal policy and pmgmmma ofauhon aimed ai
snlvmg land prnhlenis.

The Canfcmnce provides an oppmunily lo nhlain lhc yieV
‘ ws f in

people dxmcfly. They will then be cansidemd by Lhc Cabinci and. who;
appmprialev will be lakcn la ihe Nalional Asaemhl r
mud ”(on Law.

y oribeenaclmenlnra

.1" [he year [hm his :lapsbd since [he d on was mad: [0 hula a

nanaunl mnfmncc. a mderuigingdebalehamken place nmhe land issue
in Namibia. 'nie discussions, which no dnuur will coniinne during {his
Conference. haye mnged overthmc principal areas:

a) Colnnialdlaposaearinn: haw la gelhaek land righis lnken under
enlaniul rule, and haw ll) Mop llae cominning expluxlaxion or
farm workers;

h) Eq : haw in col-moi lhe uuemely unequnl disuibuiiori nr
agriculmial land inheriied (rum the npanheid mgim: and 31
me Sam: Lime, hnw w enable lhe le-Lhm‘lx of Namibian
haunhnlds who are plflly or fully depends!“ on the land In
achieve a decal“ living;

mm cwamsmmmomwmlwueursm 9

_.__J
































