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Doing research on socio-spatial development in Namibia, 25.9.2019 

Integrated Land Management Institute, Namibia University of Science and Technology 

Workshop on ethnography by Lalli Metsola, University of Helsinki, Finland 

 

Literature: 

Note: Ethnography is pretty much a skill or ‘art’ that one learns by practice. It helps to read basic 
literature on qualitative methods and ethnography in particular, but eventually one learns best by 
getting their hands dirty on the ground. Hence I’ve listed here a couple of general sources on 
ethnography as a method and then some ethnographies (on development issues and on Southern 
Africa) from which one can study ethnography in practice. 

- Ellen Isaacs on ethnography as the ‘hidden obvious’: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV0jY5VgymI 

- Roger Sanjek (2013) Ethnography in Today’s World: Color Full Before Color Blind. University of 
Pennsylvania Press. 
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Press. 
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Politics. Duke University Press. 

- James Holston (2008) Insurgent Citizenship: Disjunctions of Democracy and Modernity in Brazil. 
Princeton University Press. 

- John Friedman (2011) Imagining the Post-apartheid State: An Ethnographic Account of Namibia. 
Berghahn. 

- Lalli Metsola (2015) Reintegration as Recognition: Ex-combatant and Veteran Politics in Namibia. 
University of Helsinki (https://helda.helsinki.fi/handle/10138/154055). 

- Ørnulf Gulbrandsen (2012) The State and the Social: State Formation in Botswana and Its 
Precolonial and Colonial Genealogies. Berghahn. 

- Richard Werbner (2004) Reasonable Radicals and Citizenship in Botswana: The Public 
Anthropology of Kalanga Elites. Indiana University Press. 

- Jean Comaroff (1985) Body of Power, Spirit of Resistance: The Culture and History of a South 
African People. University of Chicago Press. 

 

 


